The Wayland Library, Then and Nowe 


The Wayland Free Public Library, founded and supported by gersrations 
of the town's citizens Bas a long and interesting history. 


Tt can be traced to the East Sudbury Social Library, an association 
organized April 6, 1796 by a group who were "Fully convinced that ,public 
as well as private happiness essentially depends on the general diffusion 
of knowledge; and that the easiest and mest direct way to obtain that 
knowledge is by the free use of well-chosen books." This quotation shows 
that the seed of "Free public libraries" existed at anearly date. This 
seed took root and grew, but the fruit was gathered only by the 32 pro- 


prietors who wid a #200 membership fee and an annual assessment of 25 


cents. The first purchase was 36 volumes but by 1832 the collection had 
grown 50 227 volumes and was kept in the private homes of its successive 
librarians. Tta book of records and 82 of its books were transferred to 


the Wayland Public Library when the latter was founded. 


Another forerunner of the present library was the East Sudbury Char- 
itable Library, formed in 1815 by» the Rev. John Suft Wight, of the First 
Parish Church. This was a colk ction largely of moral and religious 
works, for the free use of any citizen who might apply for them. It 
increased by donations and purchases from Gontributions to about 300 
volumes 71 of the books were later transferred to the Wayland Public 
Library. : 


The Comnon School Libraries were begun in 185 when the town ordered 
the purchase of books to be kept in the six district schools for the use 
of students and others. The six collections were exchanged annually 
among the schools and thus were widely read » A quotation from the 
School Committee's report for 18), 7018),8 : "The libraries are in a good 
condition. fhe books have not been unnecessarily injured. None have 
been lost. the fines collected by the librarians amount tof1.85. 
Ninety cents of this have been received by the committee, and will be 
expended by them, as the regulations require, for the interest of the 
libraries." In 1851 these libraries were consolidated with the Wayland 
Public Library by town votes 


The actual founding of the present library stems from the proposel in 
1817 of the Rev. Frencis Wayland, president of Brown University, to the 
Hone Edward Mellen, that he would give the town the sum of &500 to estab- 
lish a free public library, if the citizens would raise an equal amount. 
The proposal was submitted at a town meting held January 17, 188. At 
that meeting an agent, Mr. J.S. Draper, was appointed to canvass the 
town for subscriptions. 208 persons subscribed the amount of $553.90. 
This sum and the amount from Dr. Waylend was accepted by vote on March 6, 
1818. There was considerable delay in finding suitable quarters for 
the newly founded library and it was not until 1850 that a room was 
provided in the Town House. The library was opened formally on August Ty 
1850. In December 1878, the new Town Hall having been built, the books 
were removed to rooms designed for them in the new building. At that 
time the number of volumes was 7,),85. 


Without any dovwbt, it is the first Free Public Library in Massachu- 
setts supported at the public expense. The difficulties in its estab- 
lishment led to the enactment of state legislation in 1°51 enabling any 
city or tom in the Commonwealth to "establish and maintain libraries 
for the use of the inhabitants thereof". 
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The library has been benefitted by several trust funds established 
by persons interested in its growth. Among them are the James Draper, 
Ella E. Draper, Sarah Webster Heard, Lydia Maria Child and James Sumner 
Draper funds. 
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The present building was occupied in +897 and houses a collection 
of over 40,900 volumes, particularly rich in local history and the fine 
‘arts. The Shaw room,in the basement of the library,is available for 
group meetings. A record collection was begun through a gift of the 
Friends of the Library Association and is being increased by library 
purchasese 


The branch library at Cochituate has modem quarters in the Fire 


Station building. It has a collection of over ]:000 volumes and there 
is interchange of books with the main library. Its hours are 3 

Mone Tuese Weds. Erhys Sate 

2—5 12 340-5 2-5 12 330-5 9-12 

7-8:30 7-8:30 7=8 230 2-5 


The people most actively concerned with the maintenance and growth 
of the library, its Board of Trustees and staff, feel that it is your 
library supported by town funds, for the vse of all members of the come 
munity» 


